
The annual meeting for 2010 will be action packed. Not only will we have 

elections to fill our Board of Directors chairs, but we will be voting on im-

portant changes to the Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation that will per-

mit us to pursue the 501(c)(3) Status with the IRS. 

Reports will bring all of us up to date on the changes that have occurred 

since the Society’s office was burglarized in October, the financial state-

ment for the year, and the direction for this year. We were successful in 

acquiring the Director of the Funeral and Cemetery Bureau for the State of 

California to be our main speaker. He brings a wealth of information about 

both funeral and cemetery regulation.  The Society is only as strong as its 

leadership and we are in need of dedicated men and women to join the 

Board of Directors. Carefully consider joining and helping us make the San 

Diego Memorial Society a household name. Please set aside an hour or so 

and join with the membership at the First Unitarian Universalist Church at 

4190 Front Street, San Diego 92103 on April 11 at 2:00pm. 
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SPEAKER: Richard L. Wallinder, Jr.  

Richard (Rick) Wallinder is the Bureau Chief of the Cemetery/Funeral Bureau. 

He was appointed to this position on July 1, 2008. 

 

Prior to this appointment, he served as Executive Officer of the Dental Board of 

California from December 2006 until June 2007. Prior to his appointment to the 

Dental Board, he served as Executive Officer of the Physician Assistant Commit-

tee of the Medical Board of California from January 2001 until December 2006. 

 

This is a short summary of twenty-nine years of State Service. 

YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

 

Russell Armstead-President 

Paul Ward-Vice President 

Gerald Newall-Secretary 

―Maggie‖ Moody-Treasurer 

 

Ken Barnett-Director 

Deanna Breault-Director 

Kitty Clinton-Director 

Elaine G. Durson-Director 

Phyllis McGrath-Director 

Frances San Clemente-Director 

Dean Smith-Director 
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2010 will prove to be an important year in the life of the San Diego Memorial Society.  As we con-

tinue to grow in membership and seek to gain 501(c)(3) status, we have a large task ahead.  My priorities for 

this year are: 

 

1. To double the number of members we gained in 2009 by increasing our exposure to civic groups, hospi-

tals, religious organizations, hospices and employee groups – both employed and retired. 

2. To acquire from the IRS 501(c)(3) status.  This would give us three distinct advantages: donors to the So-

ciety could claim the donations as a tax advantage, mailing permits are less expensive for those with a 501

(c)(3) status; and we would be able to attract grants to support our price surveys and other educational ef-

forts. 

3. To take a more active role in legislation that affects funerals, mortuaries, and cemeteries – both within the 

State of California and in the United States.  To do so will require a small group of members who enjoy 

reading legislation, are willing to keep in touch with both our State and National affiliates, and write arti-

cles for the newsletters and for the web site to keep members informed of what is happening. 

4. To establish a speaker’s bureau to promote the Society.  It is not sufficient for two or three officers to 

speak regularly when there are so many other members who respect the Society’s goals and can help de-

liver our message. 

5. To continue to monitor and service those participating mortuaries and cemeteries to insure our members 

are getting the services advertised at the prices given as well as protecting the participating entities from 

unfair accusations.  

Recently we have received advertisements in the mail offering cremations at a very low price.  These are 

―come-ons‖.  Don’t be fooled by these offers.  When one looks at them carefully, it will show that the price 

includes nothing more than the basic cremation.  In order to use this facility, one would have to pay for the 

picking up of the body, other service fees and refrigeration, if necessary.  These costs would add considera-

bly to the price of the cremation.   

 

The San Diego Memorial Society requires that all participating mortuaries give us a price that includes eve-

rything necessary to complete the cremation except for government taxes and other fees imposed by law 

which may vary.  Be sure you know what you are buying before you invest any money.  

NO LONGER A PARTICIPATING MORTUARY 

Featheringill Mortuary is no longer one of our Participating Mortuaries.  If you have made your arrange-

ments with them they will still be honored. 

 

NEW PARTICIPATING MORTUARY 
Williams San Diego Memorial Chapel, 2441 University Ave. San Diego CA 92104, PHONE: 619-692-3090 

has been added to our list of Participating Mortuaries.  
 

NEW NATIONAL CEMETERY 

New addition to Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery at Marine Corps Air Station, Miramar, is scheduled to be 

available in September 2010. 

 

REMINDER—WE DO NOT PICK UP BODIES. WHEN THERE HAS BEEN A DEATH YOU CALL 

THE MEMBER’S CHOSEN MORTUARY. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
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In order to complete our application for 501(c)(3) status with the Internal Revenue Service, we need to modify 

our Bylaws and the Articles of Incorporation.  Listed below are the positions adopted by the Board of Direc-

tors and recommended to the membership for a vote at the Annual Meeting.  Copies of the Bylaws will be 

available at the Annual Meeting or, if you choose, can be acquired by requesting them from the SDMS office 

at 858 391-1267. 

 

Amendments to Bylaws: 

Add to Article I Section 1 a new subsection c. to state: ―The purpose of the Society is exclusively for edu-

cational purposes under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or corresponding section of 

any future federal tax code.‖  

Add a new Section 8 to Article IV: ―Any SDMS member who serves on behalf of the membership in any 

manner will be required to sign the conflict of interest policy that was adopted by the SDMS Board of 

Directors on May 16, 2009.‖ 

 

Amendment to the Article of Incorporation: 

Article II:  ―The Society is organized exclusively for educational purposes under section 501(c)(3) of the Inter-

nal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.‖  

The SDMS would like to identify two of our participating mortuaries in each of the next few newsletters.  As 

members we cherish your ability to choose the mortuary that best fits your needs.  Knowledge of the choices is 

imperative. This newsletter will recognize the first two mortuaries who submitted information about them-

selves.   

 

CALIFORNIA FUNERAL ALTERNATIVES: This family owned and operated mortuary serves North 

County Coastal and Inland areas.  There are two offices: one in Escondido which opened January 1, 1998 and 

another which opened on December 15, 2008 in Poway.  The owner, Richard Jungas, has over 40 years experi-

ence in the mortuary business. 

 

These are simple, dignified facilities that provide visitation and other useful services that large funeral homes 

provide, but at more affordable prices. 

 

PREFERRED CREMATION AND BURIAL: Mark Jenkins is the owner of this mortuary and has served 

the San Diego Community for over twenty years.  Preferred is located on University Avenue in the eastern part 

of the city of San Diego.  Mark has sought to provide lower-cost funeral alternatives to meet the ever-changing 

needs of the funeral consumer. 

 

Preferred suggests they are able to provide tremendous savings because they do not own a large facility.  They 

will also meet in the customer’s home to facilitate making arrangements in a more comfortable setting.   

BYLAW AND ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION AMENDMENTS 
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FUTURE NEWSLETTER’S AND CORRESPONDENCE VIA E-MAIL 

To those who haven’t, as yet, sent your request in, please send an E-Mail to barbara@sdmsonline.com. Include 

your full name, address, contact phone number and especially your E-Mail address. Please remember if you 

choose this, you will NO LONGER receive any correspondence from us via U.S. Mail. This is something we 

have been wanting to do for some time to save money on printing, addressing and postage. Also send any fu-

ture changes in your E-mail address to us. 



From: The Best Life 02/19/2010 By Philip Moeller from www.USNEWS.com  

This year, about 2.5 million Americans will die. In rough numbers, that's nearly 50,000 a week—a lot of peo-

ple, with viewings, religious observances, funerals, obituaries, estates, family reunions, and a host of related 

decisions and encounters. In many households, this time can be made even more difficult by one's failure to 

plan for death and to involve family members in the process. Relatives may even reject efforts to engage in 

such a discussion. It's uncomfortable, it can be emotionally painful, and it can often expose family fault lines 

that fracture easily. 

Yet, as with many important decisions, it is a mistake to wait until the last minute to deal with your final 

wishes. "We all know we're going to die. We just don't believe it," says Kurt Soffe, whose family has been in 

the funeral home business in Utah since 1915. Here are several steps and questions to help you prepare. 

1. Invite Your Family in.    5. Make a Plan. 

2. What do you want done?    6. Write it Down. 

3. Is place an issue?     7. Communicate. 

4. Cost and Financial Arrangement   8. Its your show. 

8 STEPS TO PREPARE FOR YOUR FINAL ACT 

SAN DIEGO MEMORIAL SOCITY 

13446 Poway Rd. #207 

Poway, CA 92064-4741 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

DONATIONS ALWAYS NEEDED AND GREATLY APPRECIATED!  

http://www.usnews.com/Topics/tag/Author/m/philip_moeller/index.html

